
Newlaithes Nursery and Infant School – Reception 
Curriculum Overview – Spring 1  

I wonder why it’s cold outside?   
- Blue Penguin by Petr Horacek  
- Snowball by Sue Hendra  
- The Wide Wide Sea by Anna Wilson and Jenny Lovlie  

I wonder what Chinese New Year is?   

Communication & 
Language  

Physical Development  Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development  

Literacy  Numeracy  Understanding the 
World  

Expressive Arts and 
Design  

I can make predictions 
about a story.  
 
I can use my five senses 
to talk about a story.  
 
I can think of questions 
for different topics.  
 
I can talk about an 
object/picture that is 
special to me.  
 
I can listen carefully to 
and talk about a piece 
of music.  
 
I can talk about signs 
of Winter I have 
observed.  
 
 
 
 

I am learning to hold 
my pencil correctly 
when writing.  
 
I am continuing to 
develop the skills I need 
to manage the school 
day successfully.  
 
I can use scissors 
correctly.  
 
I am continuing to 
develop a range of ball 
skills.  
 
I am developing 
confidence and 
accuracy when 
engaging in activities 
that include a ball.  

I can think about how 
different characters in 
the story are thinking.  
 
I can think about the 
similarities and 
differences between 
myself and my friends. 
 
I can talk about an 
object/picture that is 
special to me.  
 
I can try new foods 
from different 
cultures.  
 
I can talk about my 
likes and dislikes.  
 
I am learning about 
what pollution is.  
 
I am learning about 
how I can help with 
recycling. 
 
 

RWI Phonics.  
 
 
I can hear and write 
initial, middle and end 
sounds.  
 
I am beginning to form 
more recognisable 
letters.  
 
I can write words using 
set 1 digraphs: 
ch,sh,th,ng.nk,qu.  
 
I can write a simple list 
of caption.  
 
I can reread what I 
have written.  
 
I can read and write 
some ‘RED’ words.  
 
I am learning to 
recognise and write my 
first and second name. 
 

Mastering Number 
Programme – Strand 
2. 
 
KIRF – I can order the 
days of the week.  
 
I am beginning to 
recognise and name 3D 
shapes.  
 
I am beginning to 
describe the features of 
3D & 2D shapes.  
 
I am learning to use 
positional language.  
 
I am learning to follow 
positional language.  
 
I can order objects by 
height.  
 
I am learning to 
measure objects.  
 
 

I can think about what 
I need to wear in cold 
weather.  
 
I can describe different 
environments.  
 
I can find different 
countries on a map or 
globe.  
 
I can think about 
different materials 
(snow and ice) and 
notice changes.  
 
I can think about 
which animals live in 
Antarctica.  
 
I can go on a Winter 
Walk and observe signs 
of Winter.  
 
I am learning about 
Chinese New Year.  
 

I can use different 
collage materials to 
make a picture.  
 
I can make a picture 
for a particular 
purpose.  
 
I can use pictures to 
create a self-portrait.  
 
I can use musical 
instruments to make 
sounds for different 
animals.  
 
I can make a moving 
picture.  
 
I can find out what 
happens when I mix 
colours together.  
 
I can complete an 
observational drawing. 
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I can write descriptive 
words to describe snow 
and ice.  
 
I can look in books to 
find information.  
 
I can write facts about 
Chinese New Year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can pick a material 
for a purpose.  
 
 

I can use different 
fastenings to make a 
picture.  
 
I can use natural 
objects to make a 
picture.  
 
 

 

 

 

  

Children’s Choice Talk for 
Writing/Power of 

Reading 

Subject Specific Familiar Author 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Sue Hendra  

 

Our Favourite Nursery Rhymes:  

• Miss Polly had a dolly 

• Wind the bobbin up 

• 5 little frogs 

• Grand old Duke of York 

• Pirates… ‘When I was 1…’ 

• Sing a song of sixpence 

• Little Peter Rabbit  
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Red Word Practise:  

I  

me  

of 

the 

my 

PE Focus:  

Dance – with Carlisle Dance Academy 


